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‘rom the New-York Christian Inquirer. 
“NEW PLAN.” 

A writer in the New-York Observer of Saturday 
last, has made a communication under the prece- 
ding title which bas received the unqualified ap- 
probation of the Editors, the purport of which is a 
“new plan” for “colonizing” the whole city of 
New-York, and to bring all its citizens into the fold 
of Presbyterianism! We make the following ex- 
tracts that our readers may judge of the “ plan” for 
hemselves. 

“If this city is to become Christian, those who 
ure converted must act in organizations as small as 
is possibly consistent with power, in making head 
igainst the kingdom of the adversary. The sum 
of our desire for this city is, that there may be 

hurches to hold each a thousand in it; and a faith- 

ful pastor to feed them with knowledge and under- 
standing. Every scheme of benevolence, rightly 
conceived, ends here. The Dispensary, the Hos- 
pital, the House of Refuge, every kind effort to 
benefit man, is secondary to this: and the Bible 
Society, and the Tract Society, and Sunday 
Schools, only gain their object when they bring men 
into spirtual and visible union with the Church. 

“ The question then which I have to ask through 
vou, of your readers, is, Whether we expect these 
churches will start up by miracle, or are they to rise 
like the palaces of Jerusalem, through human ef- 
fort? Must not colonies from the large and well- 
filled churches raise edifices and establish the ordi- 
nances in wards now tenanted by many Christians 
who follow the church-going bell of some house o/ 
Giod a mile away? Must not the quarters of the 
enemy be closely assailed, and the Sabbath School, 
and the Minister, and the Church Officers, be all 
hrought into action, that the net may be drawn close 
around the lion, instead of our leaving him ram- 
pant on the very Sabbath of the Lord? It is, I 
believe, the declared conviction of every observant 
witness, that there might have been twice as many 
flourishing Presbyterian churches in this city as ex- 
ist, if there had been twenty years ago the present 
colonizing spirit.” 

[The above * plan,” if carried into effect, would 
he colonizing the city of New-York to Presbyteri- 
anism in good earnest. We here too, from theimn- 
selves, learn the object of their Bible Society, 
Tract Society, and Sunday Schools. They no long- 
er deem it necessary to keep us in the dark on 


these subjects. A moment’s reflection, long aga,} 


might have convinced any One acquainted with the 
character of the clergy in this day, that they would 


inferest and aggrandizement lay at the bottom. 
We are not to look for any truly benevolent and 
disinterested actions on their part. The corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit. What most con- 
cerns us is to endeavour not to be caught and en- 
trapped by their wiles and stratagems, and made to 
believe we ave serving the Lord and advancing the 
cause of righteousness, when we are only serving 
the clergy, and contributing to their power, interest, 
and aggrandizement. 
—<p>———. 
From the same paper. 
“SIGNS OF THE TIMES.” 

The appearances of the religious world clearly 
indicate that there will be in this country, at no 
distant period, a violent exertion among the pseudo 
orthodox, to obtain the ascendancy both in Church 
and State. We have frequently adverted to this 
subject, and from the present movement of certain 
religious bodiea, we are more strongly impressed 
than ever of the correctness of our former sugges- 
tions. The different societies which now exist, 
{and there are about half a dozen) which are de« 
nominated “WVational,” have all a bearing upon 
this great pointand the agents of these will never 
rest until they obtain the ascendancy in civil and 
religious affairs, which will enable them to impose 
their dogmas upon the nation, and direct the na- 
tional concerns in a manner which shall be agreea- 
ble to the priesthood. It is true, these National 
Societies are called by different names—but they 
are all moved by the same agents, and directed to 
one great object, viz. to obtain power. : 

Many liberal minded men who have not reflected 
on this subject, will say that there can be no danger 
in this enlightened age and free country, of any 
sect ever obtaining the ascendancy so as to effect a 
national establishment. We hope this may be true, 
and that all our fears are groundless: but it will not 
be forthe want of well-organized, persevering, and 
energetic measures, if it is not finally accomplished. 
It is a well-settled maxim that money is power. 
If we look around us we shall see that vast sums of 
money are daily collected in every village, town, 
and city in the United States, to promote the inter- 
est of these institutions. A contribution is levied. 
upon young and old, male and female, of every 
grade in society, to fill the coffers of what is impi- 
ously styled “the treasury of the Lord.” To such 
a pitch is this sponging carried, that any person who 
dares to refuse his contribution, is stigmatized as 
*“covetous,” “ worldly minded,” and “destitute of 
true religion.” The soundness of his faith wil] be 





‘tever heartily engage iu any thing except their own 


immediately questioned, and we be to him if he 
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does not pronounce the “ shibboleth” of orthodoxy, 
60 as to satisfy his spiritual inquisitors. 

If the “new plan,” proposed in a Presbyterian 
paper should be carried into effect, every ward in 
this city will be placed under the surveillance of 
the “Sabbath school, the minister, and the church 
officer,” and then the heretics will feel the weight 
of their orthodox indignation with a vengeance. 

—>—— 
From the Nantucket Inquirer. 
SUPPORT OF THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

We have recently perused a small pamphlet, put 
forth by the “ American Tract Society,” purport- 
ing to be a discourse by “ Parson James Bennett, 
president of Rotherham College, England,” on 
supporting the Gospel Ministry. In reading this 
work we are unable to say which of these two feel- 
ings predominated—astonishinent or diversion. 
The parsonified writer takes this appropriate text : 
‘<]f we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a 
great thing if we reap your carnal things?” The 
whole object of this homily is to enforce the extra- 
ordinary claims of the priesthood upon the pro- 
pertyof the laity. After adducing the examples of 
some of the Apostles, who considered the “ work- 
man worthy of his meat,” the pious author stum- 
bles a little at the case of Paul, who “ wrought with 
his own hands to minister to his wants”—saying 
that he only did this occasionally, or was assisted by 
churches at a distance, &c. But we shall presently 
see how these examples are improved upon. 

The parsonified gentleman thus estimates the va- 
lue of brains. 

“The question arises, then, what sum is neces- 
sary to answer the ends of justice? To determine 
this, we must compare the services of ministers with 
those of others who benefit society by their talents 
and their toils. Mental services are adjudged wor- 
thy of a higher recompense than mere physical or 
hodily powers; because they demand the exercise 
of the higher qualities of our nature, and are more 
difficult to be procured than mere muscular force. 
If then the recompense given to physicians, coun- 
sellors, and others, whose intellect benefits their 
fellow-men, be the standard, I ask whether minis- 
ters are justly paid? Are they not frequently put 
aif with that which is given tothe mechanic or la- 
bourer for mere muscle and sinew 7” 

He proceeds to particularize the exact proportion 
which ought to be contributed out of the substance 
of each individual, so as to produce a “ comforta- 
ble income” for these disinterested supervisors of 
our spirttual concerns, viz. 

“ Such a remuneration as the tribe of Levi en- 
joyed, under the ancient dispensation. What this 
Was, we may learn from what has already been said, 
that a twelfth part of the population had a tenth of 
the produce of the land ; besides cities with their su- 
burbs and certaio parts of the offerings of the Lord.” 

Being just ten per centum—and his reverence fur- 
ther saith, that he and his brethren cannot be satis- 
fied wih any thing less—for they wish not ooly to 
live respectably and above board, but to be “ ezam- 
ples the flock of all that is u<oful and benerolent.”’ 
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[It plainly appears that our own American clergy 
would gladly have such an order of things esia- 
blished in this country asin England, and have the 
tenth part of the property in the land. Else why 
should the famous American [or “ National”} 
Tract Society reprint this clerical English pam- 
phlet, for general circulation in this country 7} 
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From the Reformer. 
LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 

All religion, inconsistent with reason, is superst; 
tion; and can any thing be more unreasonable than 
to suppose real religion, or the true and living God, 
can be confined within the narrow precincts of any 
sectarian denomination ? And does not every sec: 
more or less denounce every other sect that will not 
fall down and worship the image they have set up ° 
All the reformers seem to have run well for a time, 
but no sooner did they separate themselves from the 
then existing churches, by reason of a sight and 
sense of their degeneracy, than they set up their ° 
own standard of right, and bound down the princi- 
ple of life and right to their particular views, unt! 
their followers were swallowed up in the same 
darkness, delusion, and formality, as their fathers 
had been before them. 

The Quakers made a bold and striking revolution 
in the great family of sectarians. They began by 
professing to be led and guided by the spirit of 
truth, or what Brown in his Philosophy calls a 
moral emotion of right and wrong, and with using 
every endeavour to promote a system of faith that 
purifies the heart, and makes men useful to one 
another, which is the religion spoken of by James, 
tull of mercy and good works, without partiality 
and without hypocrisy. Had they continued in a 
right course, they might have banished all sectarian 
prejudices, and diffused a religion which consists in 
virtuous conduet, and in endeavouring to increase 
the happiness of ourselves and others in this pre 
sent world; leaving every man to bis own judgmen: 
in mere doctrinal points. But the spirit and tem 
per in which they now advocate doctrines, opinions 
and creeds, as essential matters in their religion, 
show that they have adopted the course of all the 
other sects; and the opposition at present in the 
society, furnishes another evidence that the righ 
of judgment cannot be restrained by church go 
vernment, discipline, articles of faith, or any kind o! 
system for establishing particular opimons. 

Although true religion may consist in faith and 
practice, there is from the nature of things, nothing 
but practice or actions for judging rightly of men. 
Amongst the Indians of our own country, the effect 
of practice is more clearly shown to be useful than 
all the speculative doctrines promulgated by the 
missionaries. The Quakers, on going among them, 
did not so much endeavour to convert them to thei 
particular opinions as to improve thei: conduct and 
better their condition. They taught them to build 
dwelling-houses, school-houses, and mills ; to fence 
aud cultivate their lands; to keep stock, manufac- 
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ture wool and flax, and introduced amongst them 
some of the mechanical arts in common use among 
civilized nations. By these means, and by indu- 
cing them to forego the spirit of war, and to follow 
peace with all men,a few individuals among the 
Quakers, with small expense, did more towards im- 
proving the habits and bettering the condition of the 
American Indians, than has been done by scores of 
missionaries, at an expense of as many thousaad 
dollars. 

If the society of Friends, now, instead of busy- 
ing their minds about points of doctrine, would 
direct their attention and zeal.towards making their 
members better and more comformable to the divine 
nature, it would be more consistent with their for- 
ner professions, and there would be no ground for 
complaints or disaffection. But while they are so 
much talken up about particular doctrines and senti- 
ments, and neglect the more weighty matters, their 
tallen condition is apparent, and they may at length 
hecome entangled in a web of their own weaving. 
It has long enough been tried to bring people to see 
and think alike in respect to the lesser matters of 
religion. The attempt has never proved ‘success- 
ful; and it is in vain to expect it at this period 
The more strenuously it is contended for, the far- 
ther it will be from being accomplished, while strife, 
confusion, and every evil work will be the certain 
consequence. True religion consists more in right 
fruits and right conduct, than in speculative doc- 
trines; nor is it confined within the pale of a par- 
ticular sect. “ Of a truth,” said Peter, “I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons; but in every 
nation, he that feareth him, and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.” The living God can- 
not become subservient to the dogmas of fallible 
men, nor be confined by external limits. Says the 
Psalmist—* The Lord is good to all; and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” True religion 
is a living in, and partaking of, the divine nature, 
which is universal, and confined to no sect, nation, 
or people. 





—<>> —-— 
Charles Wesley's Opinion of the Exlravagances of 
the Methodists. 

“That the body would sometimes partake of the 
violent emotions of the soul, and sink under the pas- 
sion which the preacher had raised, he could not 
doubt, because it often occurred under his own eyes 
to persons whose sincerity could not be impeached ; 
but he saw that this was not always involuntary ; be 
frequently attempted to check it with success, and 
he sometimes detected imposition. A woman at 
Kingswood was distorting herself, and crying out 
loudly while he preached ; she became quite calm 
when he assured her that he did not think the better 
of her for it. A girl at Bristol being questioned 
judiciously concerning her frequent fits and trances, 
confessed that what she did was for the purpose of 
making Mr. Wesley take notice of ber. 

“Today,” he says in his journal, “one came 
who was pleased to fall into a fit for my entertain- 
ment. He beat himself heartily: I thought it a 

pity to hinder him, so instead of singing over him 














as had often been dene, we left him to recover at 
his leisure. A girl, as she began her cry, I ordered 
to be carried out: her convulsions were so violent 
as to take away the use of her limbs till they laid 
her without the door, and left her; then she imme- 
diately found her legs and walked off. Some very 
unstill sisters, who always took care to stand near 
me, and tried who could ery loudest, since I have 
had them removed out of my sight, have been as 
quiet as lambs. The first night 1 preached here, 
half my words were lost through the noise of theit 
outcries; last night, before I began, I gave public 
notice, that whosoever cried so as to drown my 
voice, should, without any man’s hurting or judging 
them, be gently carried to the furthest corner of the 
room: but my porters had no employment the 
whole night."—Southey’s Life of Wesley, New 
York edition—vol. i. pp. 148, 149. 
——- 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
UNIVERSALISM 
MAINTAINED UNDER THE NAME OF 
UNITARIANISM. 

This we find faithfully and effectually done by 
the pen of a scribe well instructed, in a Sermon de - 
livered at the Dedication of the Second Congregu- 
tional Unitarian Church, New-York, December 7, 
w26. By William Ellery Channing of this City. 

That this champion of Unitarianism designed in 
this sermon, to set forth the soul-rejoicing doctrine 
of universal salvation, and that he considers it as 
the brightest orb in the brilliant constellation with 
which he bas illuminated his general theme, there 
can remain scarcely a doubt. What Universalist 
has ever avowed his sentiment more fully, or ex- 
pressed it with greater perspicuity than we find it 
avowed and expressed in the following extracts ? 

“T now proceed to a great topic. Unitarianism 
promotes piety, by meeting the wants of manasa 
sinner. The wants of the sinner may be expressed 
almost inone word. He wants assurances of mercy 
in his Creator. He wants pledges, that God is 
Love in its purest form, that is, that he has a good- 
ness so disinterested, free, full, strong, and immu- 
table, that the ingratitude and disobedience of his 
creatures cannot overcome it. This unconquer 
ble love, which in Scripture is denominated grace, 
and which waits not for merit to call it forth, but 
flows out to the most guilty, is the sinner’s hope, 
and it is fitted to call forth the most devoted grati- 
tude. Now this grace or mercy of God, which 
seeks the lost, and receives and blesses the return- 
ing child, is proclaimed by that faith, which we ad- 
vocate, with a clearness and energy which cannot 
be surpassed. Unitarianigin will not listen for @ 
moment to the common errors, by which this bright 
attribute is obscured. It will not hear of a vindic- 
tive wrath in God, which must be quenched by 
blood ; or of a justice which binds his mercy with 
an iron chain, until its demands are satisfied to the 
full. It will not hear that God needs any foreign 
influence to awaken his mercy ; but teaches, that 
the yearnings of the tenderest huinan parent t@wards 
a lost qhild, are but a faint image of God's deep and 
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overflowing compassion towards erring man. Thi 
essential and unchangeable propensity of the divin: 
mind to forgiveness, the Unitarian beholds shiniv 
forth through the whole word of God, and espe 
cially in the mission and revelation of Jesus Chris . 
who lived and died to make manifest the inexhaust) 
ble plenitude of divine grace ; and aided by revela 
tion, he sees this attribute of God every where, bot! 
around him and within him. He sees it in the su: 
which shines, and the rain which descends, on the 
evil and unthankful ; in the peace, which returns to 
the mind in proportion to its return to God and du- 
ty ; in the sentiment of compassion, which springs 
up spontaneously in the human breast towards the 
fallen and lost; and in the moral instinct, which 
teaches us to cherish this compassion as a sacred 
principle, as an emanation of God’s infinite love. 
In truth, Unitarianism asserts so strongly the mer- 
cy of God, that the reproach thrown upon it is, that 
it takes from: the sinner the dread of punishment; 
areproach wholly without foundation ; for our sys- 
tem teaches that God’s mercy is not an instinctive 
tenderness, which cannot inflict pain; but an all- 
wise love, which desires the true and lasting good of 
its object, and consequently desires first, for the 
sinner that restoration to purity, without which, 
shame, and suffering, and exile from God and 
Heaven are of necessity and unalterably his doom. 
Thus Unitarianism holds forth God’s grace and for- 
giving goodness most resplendently ; and by this 
manifestation of him, it tends to awaken a tender 
and confiding piety; an ingenuous love, which 
mourns that it has offended ; an ingenuous aversion 
to sin, not because sin brings punishment, but be- 
cause it separates the mind from this merciful Fa- 
ther. 

“Now,we object to Trinitarianism, that it obscures, 
if it does not annul, the mercy of God. 
in various ways. 


It does so 
We have already seen, that it 
gives such views of God’s government, that we can 
hardly conceive of this attribute as entering into his 
character. Mercy to the sinner is the principle of 
love or benevolence in its highest form; and surely 
this cannot be expected from a being who brings us 
into existence burdened with hereditary guilt, and 
who threatens with endless punishinent and wo, 
the heirs of so frail and feeble a nature. With such 
a Creator, the idea of mercy cannot coalesce ; and 
I will say more, that under such a government, man 
has no need of mercy ; for he owes no allegiance to 
such a Maker, and cannot, of course, contract the 
guilt of violating it ; and without guilt, he needs no 
grace or pardon. The severity of this system pla- 
ces hit on the ground of an injured being. The 
wrong lies on the side of the Creator.” 

Again: 

“Through this faith, every thing grows brighter 
to our view. Born of such a Parent, we esteem 
our existence an inestimable gift. We mect every 
where our Father, and his presence is as a sun shi- 
ning on our path. We see him in his works, and 
hear his praise rising from every spot which we 
tread. We feel him near in our solitudes, and 
sometimes enjoy communion with him more tender 
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‘han human friendship. We see him in our duties, 
ind perform them more gladly, because they are 
ve best tribute we can offer our Heavenly Bene- 
actor. Even the consciousness of sin, mournful 
as it is, does not subvert our peace: for in the 
mercy of God, as made manifest in Jesus Christ, 
we see an inexhaustible fountain of strength, purity, 
and pardon for all, who, in filial reliance, seek these 
neavenly gifts—Throvugh this faith, we are con- 
scious of anew benevolence springing up to our 
tellow-creatures, purer and more enlarged than 
natural affection. "Towards all mankind we see a 
rich and free love flowing from the common Parent, 
and touched by this love, we are the friends of all. 
We compassionate the most guilty, and would win 
them back to God.—Thbrough this faith, we receive 
the happiness of an ever-enlarging hope. There is 
no good too vast for us to anticipate for the uni 
verse or for ourselves, from such a Father as we be- 
lieve in. The horrible thought, of a large propor. 
tion of our fellow-creatures being cast by an angry 
God into tortures unutterable by human tongue, 
and sentenced to spend eternity in shrieks of agony, 
which will never reach the ear or touch the heart of 
their Creator; this dreadful anticipation, whic! 
would shroud the universe in more than sepulchra! 
gloom, and is enough to break every heart which is 
not stone, this forms no part of our conception of 
the purposes and government of the God and Fa 
ther of Jesus Christ. Whilst we believe, that every 
new view of the constitution and administration of 
the universe will reveal «nore strikingly the solemn 
and indissoluble connexion between sin and suffer 
ing, we have equal confidence, that God’s equity 
and kindness towards all his creatures will be more 
and more triumphantly and gloriously displayed. 
We have an earnest of heaven in the assurance, 
that all things are tending to a consummation, 
which, however undefined and incomprehensible 
now, will fill the benevolent heart with unmiogled 
joy. Through this faith, we not only hope for the 

universe, but hope for ourselves.” 

Universalists must be satisfied, after duly consid- 
ering the foregoing quotations from Dr. Channing's 
sermon, that he is not only a Universalist, but that 
he is willing to be known as such. For myself | 
know not how the doctrine could be more fully ste- 
ted or more acceptably commended. And I most 
sincerely hope, that such as are in any way entang 
led with trinitarian tenets or the gloomy doctrine o! 
eternal wrath, will exert courage enough to read 
this justly admired sermon, and read it with can 
dour. It seems impossible that candour should not 
be instructed, edificd, and comforted, by a carefus 
perusal of it. H. B. 


-_——- - 
From the Universalist Magazine. 
HISTORY OF UNIVERSALISM. 


A REQUEST. 

The subscribers solicit the attention of every one 
into whose hand this paper may fall, to the follow 
ing List of scarce Works relating to Universalism ; 
and they take the freedom to request, most urgently, 
that whoever possesses any of those works, or knows 
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where any of them may be found, of, in one word, 
has any knowledge whatever concerning them, 
would be so obliging as to address a letter, by mail, 
to either of the subscribers, with all the informa- 
of this kind he possesses. 
LIST. 
1. Works in favour of Universalism. 

« Some Thoughts of the Life to come.”—By R. 
STRATFORD. 

“ Freedom ef the Will;” and “ The Rise, Race 
and Royalty of the Kingdom of God in the Soul.” — 
By Peter STERRY. 

“An Essay on the Two Witoesses.”—By E. 
CLEGG. 

“The Restitution of All Things; An Essay on 
the Important Purpose of the Redeemer’s destina- 
tion "—By James Baown. 

“Theosophical Transactions.” No, V. “ Eno- 
chian Walks with God.” “ Revelation of the Ev- 
erlasting Gospel Message.” “ God’s Light decla- 
red in Mysteries.” “ Discourses on Subjects rela- 
ting toa Spiritual Life."—By Mr. Magsao. 3¢£n- 
glish, French, or possibly German.) 

“ Entretiens sur la Restitution Universelle.”—By 
a Prussian Nobleman, ( French.) 

“Le Plan de Dieu envers les Hommes tel qu’il 
l’a manifeste’ dans la Nature et la Grace.”—By F. 
O. Petirpierre, (French.) 

“ Apokatastasis Panton.”——By J. W. Petersen, 
German.) 

“Tractatus de Omnium Rerum Restitutione.” 
By Cosracctaro; ver Carzpo A. Cotiaro, 
{ Latin.) 





2. Works pernuars in favour of Universalism. 

“ Divine Dialogues.” By Dr. Henny More. 

“ Gilpin’s Sermons and Hints.” 

“Treatise on the Eternity of Hell Torments.” 
By Marraew Horsery, D. D. 

“ Heaven or Hell upon Earth. By Natsanier 
Vincent, F. R. 8. 

“The Doctrine of Endless Torments freely and 
impartially debated, enquiring what Credibility it 
hath from History, Analogy, or Scripture.” By 
Joun Maut, M. A. 

“ The near approaching Day of Universal Resto- 
ration, Regeneration, Peace and Salvation.” By 
Joun Russe. 

“The Doctrine of Heli Torments distinctively 
and impartially discussed.” (A Pamphlet.) 

“Traite de la Restitution.” By Joun pr ta 
Piacette, (French.) 

“Ee Eteraitate Paenarun Gehennalium.” 
jLatin.) 

{[N. B. Certain information is desired whether 
all or any of the works of this second head in the 
List, are in favour of Universalism. } 


3. Works against Universalism. 

“An Enquiry concerning the Future State of 
‘hose who die in their sins. By S. Hopxins. 
Newport, R. I. 

“ Everlasting Fire no Fancy.” By Jony Bran- 
vox. In answer to “the fougdation of hell tor- 
ments shaken.” 
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“ Hell’s, Everlasting Torments asserted.” By 
Nicnoras Cuewner. 

“Letters to an Universalist.” By Cuaares 
JERRAM. 

“The Universalist examined and confuted.” By 
Osavian Howe. 

“ Causa Dei, or an Apology for God, on the per- 
petuity of Infernal Torments.” By Ricaarp 
Bearuogee. 

* Lampe’s Theological Discussions, concerning 
the Endless Duration of Punishment.” (English 
or Latin.) 

4. Works containing information of certain Uni- 

versalists. 

Tuomas Epwaarp’s “ Gangrena.” 

“ Lavater’s Journal.” By J.C. Lavarer. (En- 
glish or French.) 

“Memoirs of the Private Life of my Father, 
(M. Necker.) By the Baroness De Starx Hot- 
Stein. (English or French.) 

“ Life of Nothraker.” By Nieoxat, (English 
or German.) 

All the works in the List are, except one, for- 
eign publications. The subscribers in the course of 
between two and three years spent in the collection 
of materials for a History of Universalism, An- 
cient and Modern, have searched the extensive Li- 
braries in this vicinity, with what they regard good 
success ; but in all their inquiries they have been 
unable to find any of the works here mentioned, 
which still seem to be of considerable importance 
to the accomplishment of their undertaking. In 
the hope that some out of so many, may be found 
in this Country, this request is respectfully but anx 
iously preferred. They may lie among old, neg- 
lected books in the hands of individuals, where twe 
or three works which were thought equally difficult 
to be obtained, have already been discovered ; or 
they may lie in some of the public libraries which 
are increasing in our sea-ports and large towns. 
Will those brethren who can gain access to these 
abundant receptatles of literary trash and excel- 
lence both old and new, rare and common, gener 
ously take the trouble to inquire into their contents, 
with particular reference to the foregoing catalogue ? 

As there exists, properly speaking, no history of 
Universalism, (the only book of that title, though it 
may contain valuable information, and though it 
may have other merit, being, after all, rather po- 
lemical than historical,) the subseribers have from 
the first, resolved to spare no pains, nor reasonable 
expense to render their work accurate, and as com- 
plete in the collection of facts as the means of in- 
formation in this country will permit. Of the an- 
cient part, at least to the end of the sixth century, 
the materials extant all lying in the writings of the 
Christian fathers, so called, of the first six or seven 
centuries, are within our reach ; from that period to 
the era of the Reformation. such is the number of 
the Christian writings, that the life of manisscarce- 
ly adequate to their perusal, (and a great number of 
them are not in this country,) and consequently 
nothing more than a Sketch of the History of Uni- 
versalism of that time will be expacted, or atterppt- 
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ed; and the same must be said of the period from 

che Reformation to the present time. 

HOSEA BALLOU, 24, 
Pastor of the Universalist Church and 
Society in Rorbury, Mass. 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE, 
Pastor of the Universalist Society in 
Cambridgeport, Mass. 
—=>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—I would simply inform Amana that 
I do not profess to be wise above what is written. 
And for one, I know neither chapter nor verse, in 
the book called the Bible, that gives us any informa- 
tion whether God inheres in caloric and oxygen, or 
not; or whether all are immediately raised, and 
consequently made happy at death, or whether con- 
sciousness is suspended. That there is a God, all 
nature as well as revelation declare ; but how he ex- 
ists, [have never ascertained, and the more I consid- 
erupon the subject, the greatcr are my difficulties. 
Is this the case with Amana? That mankind will 
exist beyond the grave, is oth reasonable and con- 
clusive to my mind, and revelation establishes the 
fact beyond a question ; but whether we shall be the 
happy recipients of that existence, immediately at 
death or not, I have yet to learn. If Amana is in 
possession of facts that are both stubborn and con- 
clusive, I wonder he has not given them to us, in- 
stead of something that is neither stubborn nor con- 
clusive ! Has he ever been down to the grave, and 
ascended therefrom to the celestial worlds? If 
not, he is, like the rest of mankirfd, left to make up 


his mind according to the best of his judgment, 


from such evidence as we have given us. I would 
recommend one subject, that perhaps, might be 
more profitable for contemplation. Prove, or if 
you please, labour to prove, the fact of the resur- 


rection, and trouble yourself less about the time ; 
and again, strive rather to content youself with 


the fact, that there is a Being, that exists who is 
all-wise, good, and powerful, than labour to prove 
by what means he exists. 

Amana admires my coming forward at so late 
an hour, after the controversy between Veritas and 
himself had ceased, “in a way so well calculated to 
revive the subject.” I think Amana will be satisfied, 
upon reflection, why this was done. Suppose a 
judge of a court, were to pass sentence upon a 
criminal, before hearing the testimony that might 
be brought in favour of the criminal. Would this 
be right, or commendable? I think not! I con- 
ceive the reader to be the judge of any argument 
that is palmed upon the public to be read ; there- 
fore, having heard the arguments through, between 
Veritas and Amana, I then felt myseli at liberty to 
express my opinion; if, in doing which, 1 were 
guilty of obtruding absurdities upon the public, 
thenI am frank to own that the same absurdities 
still attach themselves to me. 

Amana complains of my not stating what sub- 
yects were more profitable than the one we are con- 
sidering. Is it possible that his fruitful imagina- 
tion could not depict seme more profitable ; or does 








odie : ; a 
he think this the chief, and most interesting of afl 
subjects? J will here state one or two which I 
think bad better occupy our leisure moments ; and 
that by way of interrogation. Would it not be 
more profitable to use our exertions to convince the 
world, that “The Lord is good to all, and his ten. 
der mercies are over all his works,” in opposition 
to the doctrine of endless hell torments? the very 
thought of which, reflects dishonour on our hea- 
venly Father. And again, is it not more profitable 
to inculcate moral precepts, to make, if possible, an 
indelible impression upon the minds of society in 
general, that their greatest good, consists in acts of 
charity and benevolence, not only to themselves 
but to their fellow creatures ? I might multiply sub 
jects if it were necessary ; but if Amana still be. 
lieves that the last named, are not more profitab!e 
to man, than a dispute whether God inheres in ca- 
loric and oxygen, or the time of the resurrection, he 
is perfectly welcome thus to think. I have only 
expressed my opinion as an individual. If lam 
wrong in giving the preference to these subjects, 
God grant that my eyes may be opened to see it. 

I could hardly have supposed that it were possi. 
ble for any man to have construed my language so 
as to have given the least intimation that I was 
aiming at the destruction of the freedom of the 
press. Heaven forbid that I should lift my band in 
aid of such acause!! Butis the bare expression 
of an opinion relative to the propriety or expedi- 
ency of bringing forward certain subjects, to the 
exclusion of more profitable ones, tantamount ¢ 
saying, that I wish the destruction of the freedom 
of the press? If Amana feels it his duty to dis- 
cuss those subjects,(as much as I disapprove of it) 
I would be his right hand man to assist him, against 
any, who might attempt by any means, to deba: 
him that privilege. 

Aniana thinks he has succeeded in proving that 
God does not inhere in caloric and oxygen ; that he 
has never attempted to prove, strictly what God Al!- 
mighty is, but what he is not—talking negative'y. 
Thus God is not matterial. Now might not Veritas 
say with equal propriety, that he did not attempt to 
prove, strictly, what God is, but what he is not? 
Thus God is not immaterial. Now, we have both 
Veritas and Amana on the negative side of the 
question ; and why? because they dare not, and for 
a very good reason, because they cannot, say they 
know what God is, nor are they able to describe 
him, 

I would again give it as my opinion, that it never 
will be ascertained, (at least in this mode of being) 
whether God inheres in caloric and oxygen, or 
whether he doesnot. I have my own private views 
on the subject, but as they are so very defective, 
and as the inquiry is of such a kind as cannot be 
solved, I do not feel disposed to palm them on the 
public, especially, as I before stated, when more 
profitable subjects are pressing upon us. 

I have examined 1st Kings, 19th chapter, but that 
does not in my mind solve the question. 

To close, I would say, that I am far from halting 
between two opinions, as it respeets the fact of the 
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resurrection and existence of a Sapeeme Being, 
long since having been convinced Sy “the still 
small voice” that the Lord is God, and will crown 
his creatures with an immortality of bliss, in his 
appointed time. M. 


—<»>— 
IMPORTANT QUESTIONS. 

It is a principle laid down by philosophers, and 
acceded to by all people of good sense, that every 
effect has its cause. The apostle John, in his first 
epistle, iv. 19, informs us, that “ we love him, (that 
is, God,) because he first loved us.” If the apostle 
bad a correct understanding on this subject, and it 
is admitted that the love of God is the cause which 
produces love in his creatures, the following ques- 
tions are considered as worthy of attention,which the 
reader is requested to answer satisfactorilyto himself. 

Quest. 1. If God's love to us, is the cause which 
produces love in us to him, can this love be produ- 
ced in the heart of man, without his coming to the 
knowledge of the love of God ? 

Quest. 2. If God does not love a certain indivi- 
dual of the human race, is it possible for that indi- 
vidual to love God ? 

Quest. 3. Can a manifestation or display of love 
be made, if love does not exist ? 

Quest. 4. If a knowledge of the love of God is 
necessary to produce love in the creaturfe, are those 
consistent who are labouring to impress upon the 
mind, the terrifying idea of the wrath and anger of 
God ? 

Quest. 5. If God’s love is the cause which pro- 
duces love in man, will wrath and anger produce 
the same effect ? 

Quest. 6. If divine love is the only cause that 
can produce love in man, and a manifestation of 
this love to the understanding is the means by which 
love is produced, can there be any dange® in preach- 
ing that “the Lord is good unto all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works 2” Rel. Ing. 

. —— 

Persecution.—Tie intolerant spirit of the See of 
Rome, seems to be maintained in full vigour. In 
an official document, dated the 2nd of this month, 
we find an extraordinary instance of petty, vindict- 
ive persecution directed against the uofortunate Is- 
raelites. The most reverend Father Inquisitor of 
the Holy Office of Ancona, has, “ in obedience te 
the commands of his Holiness Leo XII, issued a 
circular, ordering all Jews to dismiss their Christian 
servants, females as well as males, oot excepting 
such of the former as may be employed as nurses. 
This Papal Bull also prohibits the introducing into 
the houses of Jews, any Christian for the purpose 
of lighting fires on Friday evenings, on Saturdays,,o1 
on any Hebrew festival whatever. The violaters o1 
this Inquisitorial order are liable to severe penal. 
tiet, to be inflicted “ at the pleasure of the Supreme 
Holy Congregation.” Late paper. 

—~— 
AMALGAMATION. 

The National Tract Society at New-York, lately 
proposed to the Baptist General Tract Society to 
unite with the former and become one of its anti}. 


a 


iaries. The great body of the Baptists do not seem 
exactly prepared to enter this measure, but seve- 
ral of the most distinguished members and officers 
of the Baptist General Tract Society, have be- 
come officers of the National Society; and ulti 
mately, no doubt, the former will amalgamate or 
become swallowed up by the latter. The object of 
all these National Societies, as their name imports, 
is to extend their influence and ascendancy through 
out the union, and supersede every other society ; 
and their success in the accomplishment of their 
designs, thus far, is unprecedented in the annals of 
any country. Reformer. 
—i Poe 

The Jews.—In alate German publication we 
find the following notice concerning this remarka- 
ble people : 

We find the Jewish nation scattered over al! 
parts of the world. Nowhere do they form an in- 
dependent people, and iu no country, indeed, have 
they a fixed residence, if we except some villages 
in Russia and Arabia, where they live in distinct 
communities. 

The number of the Jews is not increased much 
since the ume of David and Solomon. Their po- 
pulation was then four millions. At the present 
day, they amount to about three million two hun 
dred thousand souls, who are distributed in the fol. 
lowing manner: 

In Bavaria, 

Saxony, 

Hanover, 

Wurtemberg, 

Baden, 

Electorate of Manes. 

Grand Duchy of Hesse, 

Rest of the Allied German States, 

Frankfort on the Seine, 

Lubeck, 

Hamburg, 

Austrian States, 

Prussia, 

Russia, 

Poland, 

Great Britain, 

Low Countries, 

France, 

Sweden, 

Denmark, 

Switzerland, 

Italy, 

Ionian Islands, 

Cracow, 

Turkey, : 

Asia, : : ° : 

Aftica (of whieh 500 in the empire of 
Morocco) 504,000 

America, : : : 5,700 

West Indices, : : : : 50 

There are no longer any Jews ia Spain or Por- 
‘ugal; there never have been any in Norway ; Swe- 
‘en did not admit them till lately ; in the Austrian 
States they enjoy some rights ; in England, though 
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they participate in all the rights of Dissenters, they 
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have never prospered ; in Russia they are tolerated, 
but under strict surveillance ; in the states of the 
German confederacy, in France, in the Nether- 
lands, and in Prussia, the Jews enjoy all the rights 
of citizens, without however being eligible to pla- 
ces of public trust. 

—_—— 

As good sense and sound judgment are always 
pleased with what is both comprehensive and ex- 
plicit, we hope the following proclamation will be 
acceptable to our readers. Univ. Mag. 

STATE OF MAINE. 
‘BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MAINE. 
4 PROCLAMATION, 
FOR A DAY OF 
Public Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer. 

By advice of the Council, and in compliance with 
w venerated usage, I appoint THURSDAY, the 
fifth day of April next, for Humiliation, Fasting, 
and Prayer. 

I recommend to each citizen to observe the day 
as a Christian ;—if he be under the influence of 
any vice to banish it; if in error, to correct it ;—if 
under obligations to dthers, honestly to discharge 
them ;—if suffering injuries, to forgive them ;—if 
aware of animosities, to extinguish them ;—and if 
able to do any benevolent act to any being, created 
by the Almighty Power, to which he owes his exis- 
tence and his faculties, to do it. 

And, with a conscience thus prepared, may we 
visit the Temple of God, to worship Him with that 
humble and happy disposition which always belong 
to piety and innocence ; beseeching Him that the 
religion he sent by our Saviour may not be pervert- 
ed through the pride and prejudices of sectarian- 
ism, but may universally receive the homage of a 
correct faith, and Good Works. 

Especially, [ recommend that, being members of 
ene great community, we unite as Christian Poli- 
ticians, so that we may render perpetual the peace 
and prosperity of our Country and of this State. 

i ENOCH LINCOLN. 

BY THE GOVERNOR; 

AMOS NICHOLS, Sec’ry of State. 

Councit CHamBeRr, ? 

Portland, Mar. 3d, 1827. 5 
—-— 

French Clergy.—The gilts made to the clergy of 
Franec between 1802 and 1822, are 384 houses, 
1077 pieces of ground, S09 hectares of land, and 
28 libraries ; besides which there have been restored 
to them 56 churches, 37 chapels and abbeys, 3 con- 
vents, and 174 parsonage houses. Fromm this state- 
ment, itis concluded that one inhabitant out of 
6000 bequeaths the whole or part of his property 
to the clergy. The revenue of the church, previ- 
ous to the Revolution, is estimated at seventy or 
eighty millions. Late Paper. 

—>— 

Superstition.—The “ Memorial de la Scarpe,” » 
French publication, contains an advertisement in 
which a pious person, who had in view a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, and who is prevented from its 
accomplishinent by ill health, offers the sum of 








25,000 francs to the person who will under'ske ‘ee 
tour with intentions purely religious. The mur. 
ney must be undertaken and acomplished on foot, 
and barefoot, and the pilgrim must enter no hote! 
tavern, or hostlery, but must subsist entirely oy 
charity. Columbian Star. 
—~—>— 
MR. OWEN ONCE MORE. 

We stated in our last Number, that Rob’t. Ow. 
en’s Community had broken up. We did this on 
the authority of the newspapers. The newspapers 
have since stated that more recent accounts, eave 
Mr. O. in possession of New-Harmony, at work ip 
his reformation line. 


- — Se 
Hartford Religious Inquirer, 
OR, A 
“MISTAKE CORRECTED.” 

The “ Religious Inquirer,” No. 10, Vol. vi., con 
tains an article, entitled “ Mistake corrected,” and, 
unfortunately, is very much mistaken ; having com 
mitted the error which is alleged against the Gos 
pel Herald. We said, “God alone forgives 4nd 
forgets.” ‘The writer of the article in the Inquire: 
supposes we intended to signify that the Deity ab 
solutely forgets, so as to have no recollection of pas 
events, as an old man in his dotage, when his men 
tal energies are falling prostrate, forgets, or no long 
or remembers what he once knew! We heartily 
hope that no other person, reading our application 
of the term, will so far mistake our intention, as 
formally to charge us with the commission of » 
blunder which savours of the extreme of stupidity 
The sense is so obvious that it would be altogethe: 
superfluous to attempt to show it. The writer o! 
the article in the Inquirer must have read too has 
tly. 

——— 
UTICA MAGAZINE. 

We have received the first and second number: 

of a weekly paper, entitled “ Utica Magazine,” and 


published at Utica, OnerdaCo.(N. Y.) This pa 


per appears to have made a good beginning ; and 
we hope will continue to advocate the liberal and 
wholesome doctrine of “ God our Saviour.” 


_——f— 
DISTRESSING CASE. 

Mr. Fisxxy, the Presbyterian fanatic, has been 
lately engaged at New-Lebanon in getting up a 
revival, where a certain young female having been 
urged, under pain of endless ruin, to promise, that 
she would never speak a word against God whi'st 
she lived, on reflection, felt great apprehension, 
that she would not be able to perform what she had 
promised: she therefore betook herself to the avw- 
ful alternative of seizing her tongue with the one 
hand, .and applying the knife with the other, so 
effectually, as to secure the tenure of her pronnse 


Communicated. 
reer Sm 
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